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modern China, the North, the South and the Communists, to
unite in the middle 'thirties. Indeed the movement must be
described less as a tendency than as a series of events both
sudden, in the perspective of history, and cataclysmic. At one
moment the three parties were at loggerheads, with hand on
sword-hilt ; at the next, miraculously, they were standing side
by side, with swords drawn, facing Japan. The obvious explana-
tion of this change of heart is that the great subconscious mind
of China had awoken, just in time, to the fact that she was in
danger ; fear and hatred bring strange fellows to the same
bed ; but I think there is another reason, more subtle but
historically of no less weight.

The Chinese, of all people in the world, have the strongest
feeling for monarchy. Individual freedom, subject to a formal
acknowledgement of a semi-divine prince, is their ideal of govern-
ment. 'When in 1911, as a result of gross internal mismanage-
ment and, significantly, of its failure to uphold the " face " of
China against the encroachments of Western and Westernised
powers, the monarchy was overthrown and the Imperial
palaces were duly emptied of the anointed, China sacrificed
something without which she could not fully live. One can
imagine a British Empire, if the Royal Family were deposed,
its component peoples bickering and even fighting among
themselves. Certainly, with the King still securely on his throne,
the differences within the Empire have never reached the pitch
reached by the contending Chinese interests, but there is a
parallel between the way in which, after an epoch of self-
seeking and backbiting, the British Empire and the Chinese
people, with a unanimity and a determination that their
enemies never dreamed of, rallied against the enemy, rallied to
the Throne. Of the British, we should say it was a matter of
course ; I contend that to the wise observer it- should have
been no less a matter of course in the Chinese. The moment
called for a Leader, a Monarch, a Generalissimo, and the
moment produced one. When they found Chiang Kai-shek,
-the Chinese found the continuity they had lost. May they
never lose it again.

If they were fighting a war against China, the Japanese
chose in 1937 a date too early, indeed, for their enemy's
preparation, but too late for themselves. The skirmish in the
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